
 
 

SPRING- 2017  
From the Potter’s Wheel                                            
– Nicole Gamble, President 

Happy Spring! I hope the winter treated you all 
well. You can thank me for the mild winter and 
minimal snow … I bought cross country skis in 
January thereby ensuring that it would be an early 
spring.  I have spent most of the winter finishing 
my studio/office space in the basement of our 
house and finally getting organized. I have 
gathered quite the array of art supplies over the 
years! I even came across a bin of unfinished 
sewing projects from 20 years ago!! I think I have a 
handle on what I have now and where it is … gotta 
love Ikea wardrobes for organizing!  

The BPSA has been a beehive of activity this winter 
in preparation for the busy summer ahead. It 
seems like it’s a special Anniversary for almost  

 

every organization … Canada 150th, Lion’s Head 
100th, Art Show 50th and BPSA 20th just to name 
the ones we’re involved with. Most of you 
probably read about the various projects we are 
coordinating for these Anniversaries in the last 
edition of Brushstrokes. If you are new and didn’t 
receive the last newsletter please let me know and 
we’ll be sure to get you a copy. Our meetings this 
year have been focused on these various 2017 
Anniversary Celebrations! In January we met at our 
usual place, the Anglican Church Hall, to see the 
proposals for both the mural and bench projects. It 
was the most people I had ever seen out for a  
January meeting! Jim shared his idea for a lovely 
stone bench for the BPSA to donate to the 
Municipality for their 100th Anniversary and 
Suzanne Dyke, Julie Heinrichs and Anita Penman 
brought us a wonderful idea for the mural which is 
now in progress at Anita’s Studio.  

In February we met at Anita’s to prime the fox cut 
outs. A special thank you to Joe Moffat for doing 
the cut outs. We understand it was a messy and 
time consuming project and are very grateful! It 
was a great turn out once again and we were able 
to get all the foxes primed and distributed to the 
Artists that had committed to creating them.  

For our March meeting, we met at Anita’s once 
again (thank you Anita for offering your Studio 
Space for us to work on these projects!! We really 
appreciate it!). The mural team had the drawing all 



 
 
completed and painting had already begun. 
Everyone grabbed a brush and you can start to see 
it coming together. Work on the mural will 
continue over the next couple of months. Watch 
for emails from Anita to know the studio is open 
and she’s looking for helpers! 

 

We will also be running a series of Kid’s Art 
Workshops the first week of July at the Rotary Hall. 
The plan is to host workshops on the Monday 
through to the Thursday and then have Friday 
afternoon as the “Show”. We’ll curate the art 
Gallery style for their parents to come and enjoy! 
The municipality is funding these workshops so we 
will be able to offer them for free to local children 
as well as tourists. We have volunteers to 
coordinate each activity but are still looking for 
people who can come out to help. I believe these 
will be well attended so all the adult assistance 
that we can get will be needed! Please let me 
know if you are able to help out! 

It’s been really exciting to have so many people out 
to meetings working together on these projects. 
It’s shaping up to be a very fun year at the BPSA! 

"Alone we can do so little, together we can 
do so much." --Helen Keller 
 

 

Studio Tour  Report          Brenda Kerton 

  While the August 26-27 weekend of the Studio 
Tour seems like a long way off, much work has 
already been done.  
  Applications for the tour have now closed. We 
have 40 artists at 13 locations this tour! That 
includes two artist group sites, each housing 7-8 
members!  The Christmas show has swelled to 14 
artists. As a result, we are relocating the show to 
ensure we accommodate everyone and allow for 
ample room for customers. It's a wonderful problem 
to have. Stay tuned for more details on the new 
location. 
  Perhaps the best motto for the organization of this 
Studio Tour is that, “many hands make light work”. 
  Chris Fray has been busy receiving all the 
applications and compiling the info so we can keep 
track of all that information. She is also doing the 
brochure design and printing this year. This year's 
design is quite stunning and we are not far from 
getting it to the printer. 
  Terry Van Lare has been rounding up Friends of 
the Studio Tour to support our costs. 
  Kim McKellar and her team have juried in a 
number of new tour artists. 
Nicole Gamble has been sharing her experience 
with Lydia and I who are first time Chairs of the 
Tour. 
  
We are still looking for volunteers-- 
 
A number of other people will soon be put to work 
organizing brochure distribution, signage and 
coordinating group locations. Please think about 
volunteering to distribute some brochures when the 
call goes out. 
  An exciting addition to our Studio Tour advertising 
this year is radio ads with 102.9FM. We are 
sharing a number of radio spots with the Art Show 
and our Co-op Gallery. The 102.9FM radio station 
is an official sponsor of the tour and you will see 
that noted on the brochure. 
  This year on the Bruce promises to be very busy. 
There is every expectation that tourism will higher 
even than last year. We believe the 2017 Studio 
Tour is well positioned to bring many of the Bruce 
visitors to the tour locations to view our art and 
meet with the artists. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
9th Annual Sources of Knowledge  

by Nicole Gamble 

We have been approached by the Sources of 
Knowledge to include a BPSA Art Exhibit in this 
year’s annual forum. This is the 9th annual Sources 
of Knowledge in Tobermory and will be held from 
May 5th - 7th, 2017. An Art Exhibit has been 
included in past years with 20% of any art sales 
being donated to SOK. This year they have asked 
the BPSA to curate the exhibit and use the 
opportunity to promote our 20th Anniversary. This 
year's forum is titled "Accounting for the Past, 
Envisioning the Future: A Seven Generations based 
Framework for the Bruce Peninsula". 
 
Brenda Kerton and I have volunteered to collect 
the art work from Members and curate the display 
at the Tobermory Meeting Place. We will be 
collecting art work at the April BPSA Meeting on 
Wednesday, April 26th at 1:30 at Anita Penman's 
Studio. Should you be unable to bring your Art 
work that day please contact me to make alternate 
arrangements at: info@muddymamas.ca 
519-793-3121 
 
All art work must be delivered to me by 
Wednesday, May 3rd so I have time to inventory 
and create labels. If you have an easel on which to 
display your work please label it clearly with your 
name and include it with your piece. We have a 
limited # easels so if you wish to have your piece 
displayed on an easel it's best that you provide 
one. Please label your art work on the back with 
your name, contact information and price of art 
work. We will not have the time to hunt down this 
information!  
 
If you have any questions please let me know. 
Welcome to new BPSA members : 
Leonna Miller  Patric Ryan 
Ann Rolfe                        Rick Roman 
Ian Cochrane              Laura Banks 
Wendy Peters   Darryl Billy 
Ann-Wylie Toal                Charles Lamrock 
 
 
 

2017 “A Golden Year” for the 
     50th Bruce Peninsula Art Show 
                            Sue Dyment 

Plans  are  underway to celebrate  this milestone 
year.  First off, we have removed all of  the old 
display boards and will have all new boards at this 
year’s Show, so a fresh look right off. 
The Studio XX group  are  once again donating art, 
20 or so 12” X 12” works for us to Raffled off, and 
we have a People’s  Choice Award for those artists 
who wish to participate with one work fitting our 
golden anniversary year theme…gold  stars given 
to each participant to go up  
on the display boards beside works in the running, 
and the  top 3 vote getters will receive an award: 
1st: $100,  2nd: $75 &  3rd: $50, so have some fun…. 
come up with a work with gold or golden in it’s title. 
This year we have 6 Graduates from Grey/Bruce 
who will each receive the Show Bursary of  $600 
and who will be exhibiting their first year’s 
works done at the post- Secondary School level. 
Show entries are emailed out May 1st.  As we have 
new members in the BPSA, I will send the Show 
entry form paperwork to this group as well 
as the Art Show mailing list .. which means you 
may get it twice. 
The committee is looking forward to another fun 
and successful Show, 
and we do hope you will enter and enjoy taking 
part.      
 
If you have any information or notices you would like to 
share via email with BPSA members, please contact  
Sue Dyment – e-secretary. 
 
Artists Coop Report                                                           
                                                                 Julie Heinrichs 
 
We hope to surpass the amazing banner year we 
had in 2016 at the small but mighty  BPSA Coop 
Gallery located in downtown Ferndale.  
 
The Gallery 2017 season begins at 10 
am on Saturday May 20 and the open house 
reception takes place from 2-4 pm on Sunday May 
21. Please bring your family and friends to enjoy 
the refreshments , food and to perhaps purchase a 
piece of original artwork.  
 
We have returning artists as well as a number of 
new artists so there will be a wide selection of 
different styles and mediums to choose from. Hope 
to see you there! 
 

mailto:info@muddymamas.ca
tel:(519)%20793-3121


 
 
2017 is also the 20th anniversary celebration for 
the gallery so  history will play a part this season. 
Stay tuned for new events we will host and 
participate in to continue to bring art to the 
community.  
 
Updated Website              Brenda Kerton 
 
. It has been a few years since we did an overhaul 
of our website. And what better time than our 20th 
anniversary year! The new site strives to maintain 
the best of the old - clean look, easy navigation - 
with a new look. The new site is something we can 
maintain n our own and ensure we are keeping it 
fresh. Some of the highlights: 
- Our BPSA Facebook page is a dynamic link on 
the front page. 
- The events listing is very easy to keep up to date. 
- We have a gallery of art at the bottom of each 
page that will be able to update with new BPSA 
art.  
- We have new pages to highlight our 20th 
anniversary projects.  
 
We plan to have the new site up and running in 
May. Our web address will remain the same. We 
will send out an email to everyone when the new 
site is available. 

www.brucepeninsulaart.ca 

 

BPSA Annual General Meeting 
The AGM and Potluck is coming up June 28, 12:30pm at 
the Anglican Hall, Main St., Lions Head. 
 
This is our first AGM since we incorporated back in the fall. 
So, there are some special actions that will be on the 
meeting agenda: 
 
- Approval of our incorporation by-laws. These will be sent 
out in advance of the meeting so everyone has time to 
review them. 
- Voting for 2 member-at-large Directors for the Board. We 
have had a few people express some interest in being on 
the Board. Please contact any of the current Board 
members if you are interested, want more information or 
would like your name put forward as a nominee. 
 
A full agenda package will be sent out prior to the meeting. 
 
Thanks from the Board 
- Nicole Gamble  - Denise Callaghan 
- Lin Souliere  - Stuart Burgess 
- Brenda Kerton 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming meetings… 
Our monthly BPSA Meetings are usually the 4th 
Wednesday of the month from 1:30 – 3:00 at the 
Anglican Church Hall in Lion’s Head. Watch for 
reminder emails as many of our meetings this year 
will be held at Anita Penman’s Studio! 

April  26–  1:30 Mural work and sealing the foxes 
at Anita’s Studio (17 Alexander Street, Lion’s Head) 

May 24– 1:30  Cornelia Peckert from the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy coming to share about 
the Bruce Trail Pilgrimage Art Project. 

June 28– AGM and Potluck (12:30 at the Anglican 
Church Hall ), bring something to share on the food 
table and your plate, cutlery and mug. A nice time 
to socialize with other members!  
This is also the year for the executive to be voted 
upon. We have a full slate of officers for the new 
BPSA Inc Board of Directors, so please come out 
and support them.  
Bring a partner or a friend too! Everyone is always 
welcome!  
. 
All BPSA meetings are held the 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 1:30 at the Anglican Parish Hall in Lions Head. 
Everyone is always welcome, bring a friend too! 
 
 Membership – Denise Callaghan is our treasurer, 
please contact her for membership at 
tdcallaghan@yahoo.ca or 519-793-3582. Or mail your 
membership fees to:  
BPSA Membership, PO Box 281, Lions Head ONT. N0H 
1W0.  Attn: ‘Membership’. 
 
 About your BPSA emails.  Emails are sent to you, the 
members, by the Chair of the group or by other 
members who wish to share items of interest.  I am the 
e-secretary, and it is my job to send these items out. I 
always try to be sure that the senders Email address is 
on the items being sent, so any reply can go to them, 
but still there are many folks who just go up and hit 
“Reply” …… which sends your info to me, and not the 
person waiting to hear from you. PLEASE DO NOT hit 
REPLY to emails  that come from me marked BPSA:         
Thanks, Sue Dyment  

 

http://www.brucepeninsulaart.ca/
mailto:tdcallaghan@yahoo.ca


 
 

BPSA Executive for 2015 / 2017  

( note executive sits for 2 years)  

President–NicoleGamble 519-793-3121   
nicrandy@amtelecom.net                                      
Past President – Lin Souliere   519-793-
4758 linsouliere@gmail.com          
Treasurer/Membership – Denise Callaghan  
tdcallaghan@yahoo.ca  519-793-3582 (May – 
Oct) Secretary – Suzanne Dyke                                           
E-Secretary – Sue Dyment 
su.dym@eastlink.ca Newletter Editor – Lin 
Souliere linsouliere@gmail.com                                    
Program Coordinator –  

Committees: Studio Tour Chair – Nicole 
Gamble; Art Show Chair – Sue Dyment; 
Coop Gallery Contact – Julie Heinrichs; 
Hellyers Tapes – Sue Dyment 

Public Liaison – Lin Souliere and Stuart 
Burgess 

New Membership List is available now, 
contact Denise Callaghan for a copy. 
 
 
BPSA 2017  20th Anniversary Exhibit  
 
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the BPSA, there 
will be an exhibit of members work at Santa Fe Art 
Gallery in Owen Sound. The exhibit dates will be 
September 9 ( with the opening reception on Sat 
Sept 9, from 2:00 to 4:00), to October 31. 
All members will be able to display one work in 
their chosen medium. All work must be for sale. 
Entry Forms will be available as we get closer to 
the end of summer.  
We hope you will participate in the exhibit and help 
celebrate the great 20 years the BPSA has enjoyed!  
 
 

 
 
 

The Back Page 
A place to tell us about your accomplishments, 
exhibits, awards, or just to brag about what’s 
happening! Let us know what you’re up to. 
 
Exhibits and Achievements: 
 
Susan Watson was accepted into the 2017 Blue 
Mountain Foundation for the Arts juried exhibit. 
Congrats Susan! 
Suzanne Dyke has a painting in the 2018 Bruce 
Trail Calendar, congrats Suzanne! 
Lin Souliere was awarded the Grand Prize at the 
2017 Paint Ontario exhibit. Yahoo!  
 
Let me know if you have something to brag about 
here, we love to hear it from our members!!  
 
 
Santa Fe Art Gallery What’s On 
Santa Fe Art Gallery, 828 Third Ave East, Owen Sound. 
  
CSPWC Water Reflections Juried Exhibit – on until 
June 26. 
Elena Ratz – Exhibit runs June 3 to 30, opening 
reception Sat June 3, 2-4. 
Santa Fe Artists – Opens Sat July 8, reception 2:00 
to 4:00, runs untils September 5. 
BPSA 20th Anniversary Exhibit – opening reception 
Sat Sept 9, 2-4, runs until Oct 31. 
Gallery open Mon to Fri, 10 to 5, Sat 10 to 1:00. 

Wiarton Library Exhibit Opportunity   If any of you 
would like to show your work in the library, please 
contact Michael at micranpiggott@gmail.com    

Frame This – custom framing by Sue Dyment, 
call 519-793-3247.  

Hellyers Tapes – we still collect Hellyer’s Sales Tapes 
in Lions Head, please give to Sue Dyment. 

  
Grassroots Solar Solutions – 828 3rd Ave E, 
Owen Sound, 510-270-5747 – Carl Bell 
 
The Art Map – the place to check out all the art events 
and studios in Grey and Bruce Counties.   
 

mailto:nicrandy@amtelecom.net
mailto:linsouliere@gmail.com
mailto:tdcallaghan@yahoo.ca
mailto:su.dym@eastlink.ca
mailto:linsouliere@gmail.com
mailto:micranpiggott@gmail.com


 
 
ART SUPPLIES FOR SALE - Dragonfly Ridge Studio 
now has a full selection of art supplies for sale up 
here near Lions Head. Call Lin at 519-793-4758 to 
drop by and pick up your art supplies. Or have 
them delivered to Santa Fe Gallery in Owen Sound 
for pick up. Special orders too. Artists get a great 
discount! 107 Caudle Sideroad, just north of Lions 
Head.  
You buy your food and veggies local, why not buy 
your art supplies local too!!  

Deadline for the next Brush 
Strokes is  July 15, 2017. 
The Brush Strokes newsletter comes out 4 times a 
year, spring summer, fall and winter. More or 
less…  
 
If you have anything you would like to tell us (art 
related, not about your holiday to Newark to visit 
your cousin unless there was some great art to see 
there), an opinion about something, or a show 
your recently saw and want to comment on, or any 
other art related subject, please contact the editor, 
Lin Souliere at linsouliere@gmail.com 
 
Suggestions for Upcoming BPSA Meetings 
 
We are looking for ideas and suggestions for 
upcoming monthly meetings. If you have an idea, 
or are willing to lead a meeting with something 
you are interested in, please contact Nicole 
Gamble.  
 
Are you interested in a Plein Air Paint Out Day 
 
If you are interested in meeting up and painting 
outdoors for the day, please contact Lin Souliere. 
We are looking at dates now for this one day 
event. No Cost. 
 
BPSA  20th Anniversary     Lin Souliere 
 
For those not here in 1997 when the BPSA was 
formed, here is a short history of its beginning. 
Betty Reinders is writing up the full history and that 
is to come.  
 
In winter of 1997, three local artists – Aryss 
Branden, Lin Souliere and Rosemary Grant, met 

and discussed the idea of forming an art group on 
the peninsula. They based the name, Bruce 
Peninsula Society of Artists, on the group formed in 
Kitchener Waterloo, influenced by the Group of 
Seven, KW Society of Artists. Both Lin and Aryss 
had belonged to the KWSA.  Then we placed an ad  
in the Tobermory Press and posters went up 
inviting local artists to meet at the United Church 
basement on a certain night. Aryss Branden took 
on the role as President, Lin Souliere as treasurer, 
and Rosemary Grant as secretary. A bank account 
was opened in the name BPSA to make it official.  
We thought it would start off fairly small.  What a 
surprise we got! 
That first meeting was so well attended that it filled 
the hall. Lin set up a table to take names of people 
interested,  so many not only put their names on 
the list but handed her the $15 membership fee, so 
instantly there was the BPSA with a healthy 
membership of local artists! The very first artist to 
put down her $15 and join was Mary Anne Watson, 
who passed away this winter. Unprepared for such 
a turnout, there was a video on painting a barn that 
was shown as nothing else had been prepared. To 
be honest, the three of us were so overwhelmed 
we didn’t know what to say. A wobbly beginning for 
sure. 
The other project that the three had discussed prior 
to the first meeting was an Artists Coop Gallery. 
Aryss had talked to Jim Winegarden about renting 
the old general store in Barrow Bay and suddenly 
we had a gallery to open!  
So in spring of 1997, a small group of artists 
interested in the Coop Gallery met at the Barrow 
Bay General Store and cleaned and repaired and 
set up a gallery, and it opened that May 24 
weekend. The BPSA worked out the bugs of a new 
group ( many people, many opinions) and met 
each month to share ideas, and the gallery had a 
good first summer in business.  
Today, the BPSA is such a thriving, busy and 
creative group with over 80 members from all over. 
It is amazing how far we have come. Something of 
which all members, past and present, should be 
very proud. 
 
Note: Aryss Branden passed away in 2002. 
Rosemary Grant moved away and lost contact with the 
BPSA.  
The Founding members of the Coop Gallery were: 
Stuart Burgess  Mary Anne Watson 
Sue Dyment  Lin Souliere 
Mark Kelner  Rosemary Grant 
Christa Eggers  Aryss Branden   
Monika Brauer                Carl Bell 

mailto:linsouliere@gmail.com

